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SUMMER 2026 
WELCOME TO OUR NEWEST 

JURIED ARTISTS 
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Natalie Avondet / Natalie Avondet Studios 
Juried BOMH Painter  
My work explores self-authorship through portraiture, language, and repetition. I build 
each piece through layered marks, handwritten phrases, and expressive color to 
reflect the inner dialogue that shapes how we see ourselves and how we move 
through the world. 
The female figures in my work are not passive subjects. They are intentional, direct, 
and present. Cropped closely and often meeting the viewer’s gaze, they exist in a 
space between vulnerability and resolve, inviting reflection on the ongoing process of 
becoming through choice, discipline, and self-definition. I am interested in the way 
words can function as both structure and evidence. Repeated phrases, crossed-out 
thoughts, and layered declarations mirror the way belief is formed — gradually, 
deliberately, and sometimes against resistance. In this way, language becomes 
physical, and painting becomes a record of internal work made visible. 
Read more here... 
https://bestofmissourihands.org/natalie-avondet/  
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Jane Ballard / Jane Ballard Photography 
Juried BOMH Photographer 
Today, Jane uses a Nikon Z7 mirrorless camera to capture local icons and scenery. 
Most of her photographs are realistic representations, using editing programs mostly 
for color enhancement, sharpening, and cropping.  Her favorite photographs are 
printed on metal or metallic paper, but, one way or another, Jane strongly believes 
that they MUST be printed to be enjoyed properly. Jane also enjoys exploring new 
ways to present her images from photomosaico (a technique she developed of cutting 
and layering several photographs together to create a three-dimensional image), 
embroidering on photographs, and assembling mixed media creations involving her 
photographs and other accouterments appropriate for enhancing the feel of the image 
and the story she is trying to tell.  She also prints her images on functional items such 
as cutting boards and coasters. 
https://bestofmissourihands.org/jane-ballard/  
 
Ann Kynion  
Juried BOMH Painter  
I try to get my brush wet every day or at least get a pencil to paper. I often get an 
idea of what to paint and it simmers in my brain, sometimes for a week and or even a 
month. Sometimes I know what to paint and I begin with it. But as things evolve and 
colors come into play, the outcome is often totally different than what I envisioned. 
Sometimes I don’t know what the painting is going to be but start anyway… and the 
outcome is an exciting event in itself. 
https://bestofmissourihands.org/akynion/ 
 
Claire Hasemeier / Blue Quail Design 
Juried BOMH Fiber & Jewelry  
For Claire Hasemeier, art and creating have always been a part of her life. She has 
worked in ceramics, off-loom weaving, basketry, metalsmithing, and sewing. The 
inspiration for her work comes from the colors of nature. She lives in Lincoln County 
on top of a hill that overlooks the Mississippi River valley and is surrounded by the 
colors of nature – depending on the time of the day or the time of the year. She 
brings this love of color into her jewelry designing. Using micro-macrame and 
cavandoli techniques, she hand-knots cotton threads and combines them with metals.  
https://bestofmissourihands.org/clairehasemeier/  
 
Adriana Brown / Adriana Brown Art 
Juried BOMH Painter  
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Adriana Brown is an acrylic painter based in Hannibal, Missouri. She grew up in the 
Kansas City area and attended the University of Missouri-Kansas City to study art and 
psychology. She is passionate about the healing power of art and frequently blends 
her two areas of study. After working for several years in the mental health field, she 
is now working as a full-time artist and business owner, exhibiting and selling artwork 
around the United States, instructing local art classes and am co-owner of Alliance Art 
Gallery in Hannibal, Missouri. Adriana’s artwork falls into two different genres, 
Nostalgic Landscapes and Narrative Surrealism, where she tells a visual story about a 
theme she is drawn to, usually working in a series. 
https://bestofmissourihands.org/adriana-brown/ 
 
Dolores Jensen / Turtle Cove Imaginings 
Juried BOMH Mixed Media 2D 
https://bestofmissourihands.org/dolores-jensen/  
 

  

 

SCAM ALERT 
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Sadly there is a SCAM email going out to our members requesting donations for gift 
cards purporting to come from our board president, Barb Byrne.  Please ignore, 
delete, report.  BOMH would never request or seek donations in such a manner.  If 
you receive any email or social media post that you are unsure of, please contact us 
at admin@bestofmissourihands.org where we confirm if it is legit or not and take any 
necessary action needed.  Below is a sample of the SCAM email.  Please do not 
respond to such emails.  Thank you. 
 
Dear ______, 
How are you? I hope you're doing well. 
I'm reaching out to see if you can help with our Association's pledge to support local 
women veterans. 
We (BOMH) need some gift cards for a donation to our local women veterans in 
convalescent care. 
I am currently out of town and unable to handle this myself, but I'm hoping I can 
count on your help. I'd really appreciate your assistance with this, and I'll personally 
reimburse you for any expenses. 
Please let me know your thoughts. Thank you! 
Sincerely, 
Barb Byrne 
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President 
The Best Of Missouri Hands 
 
SCAM 

   
 

 

MEMBER NEWS 
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BOMH ARTIST IN RESIDENCE AT 
THE MISSOURI STATE FAIR 
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I'm honored to serve as an Artist in Residence in the Fine Arts Building at the Missouri 
State Fair in Sedalia, August 19–23. Throughout the residency, I'll be demonstrating 
the ancient art of encaustic painting, a medium that combines melted beeswax, 
damar resin, and pigments to create richly layered paintings and sculptural works. 
 
Visitors are invited to stop by, ask questions, and experience the unique process of 
working with hot wax. I enjoy sharing the versatility of encaustic and hope to inspire 
fairgoers to discover a medium they may have never seen before. 
 
I'm also grateful to have received a $500 Educational Grant from the International 
Encaustic Artists to purchase educational signage and demonstration supplies for the 
residency. This generous support will help create an engaging, hands-on learning 
experience for visitors of all ages. I look forward to representing Best of Missouri 
Hands and sharing my passion for encaustic art with thousands of fair attendees. 
 
The name Riseaboveartist is inspired by the scripture "But those who trust in the Lord 
will find new strength. They will soar high on wings like eagles. They will run and not 
grow weary. They will walk and not faint." Isaiah 40:31.  
 
An eagle will Rise Above a storm knowing that peace is above the storm. My goal as 
an artist is to Rise Above the stress from daily life as I create art to honor my creator. 
Juried BOMH Mixed Media 3D artist Cherie Peters  
https://linktr.ee/riseaboveartist 
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NEW GALLERY OPENS IN  
COLE CAMP FEATURING SEVERAL 

BOMH ARTISTS 
  

 
Benton County Economic Development is excited to welcome Gallery 104 to 
downtown Cole Camp!  Congratulations to Judy Smasal owner of Gallery 104 in Cole 
Camp on the grand opening and ribbon cutting held July 11th. This exciting new 
gallery features the incredible talent of local and regional artists. 
 
BOMH artists represented in the new gallery…Peggy King, Janet Bradshaw, Julie Joy 
Sieving, Trever L. Mopletoplehead, Beit Anya, Cherie Peters, Dina Kowal and more!  
 

Gallery 104 
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104 N. Maple Street 
Cole Camp, MO 
 
Spend  time enjoying: 

Original artwork from talented artists 
Photography 
Pottery 
Original paintings and artist prints 
Jewelry 
Fused glass 
Artistic furniture 
Literary artists 

Come out, support this exciting new business, and experience the vibrant arts 
community that continues to grow in Benton County. Let's give Gallery 104 a warm 
welcome to downtown Cole Camp! 
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SOLO EXHIBIT AT  
LONGVIEW FARM ART GALLERY 

  

 
Solo Exhibit  featuring the art work of Laura Lebeda is now on exhibit at Longview 
Farm Art Gallery in Clayton, MO. 
 
The exhibit showcases Laura’s Original Drawings, Prints and Mixed Media Ceramics.   
Visit 13525 Clayton Rd, Town & Country, Mo.  
July 2 - August 28th  
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BOMH Educator Member Laura Lebeda 
  

 

 

ST. LOUIS POST DISPATCH 
FEATURES BOMH  
JEWELRY ARTIST 

  

 
Juried BOMH Jewelry artist Christiane Gausmann Danna of Christiane’s Handcrafted 
Jewelry was recently featured in the St. Louis Post Dispatch in an article titled: Nature 
inspires German-trained jeweler’s designs.  
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You can visit Christiane’s shop to see her beautifully handcrafted designs in person at 
3202 Morganford Rd. St. Louis, Mo 63116 (314)-398-0636 
 
I feel so honored to be included in the Made in St. Louis series! Thank you so much!!!  
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BOMH WOOD ARTIST IS 
OFFICIAL PROVIDER OF 

MISSOURI 250 CHALLENGE COIN 
  

 
Did you know? Ortmann Woodcraft is the OFFICIAL PROVIDER of the Missouri 250 
Challenge Coin! Made right here in Patton, Missouri. Get your own piece of history 
today! 
 
Functional Art | Ortmann Woodcraft 
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BOMH FIBER ARTIST AWARDED 
HONORABLE MENTION AT 

OSKALOOSA ART  
ON THE SQUARE 

  

 
Thank you Oskaloosa Art On The Square for recognizing several artists. Also, thank 
you organizers for managing the weather.  
 
Juried BOMH Fiber artist Natalia Butler 
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BOMH PAINTER ACCEPTED INTO 
PRESTIGIOUS SHOW 

  

 
Oh, my gosh! I guess I'm considered a "World's Top Pastel Artist" now! I am so happy 
to have been accepted to this show and have my work hang among the works of so 
many talented pastel artists from around the world! 
 
Juried BOMH Painter Lorraine McFarland 
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MISSOURI LIFE MAGAZINE  
ARTIST SPOTLIGHTS 

  

 

 

 
Missouri Life Magazine, May 2026 
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Quoting a friend's text message, "Seeing your work highlighted in such a beautiful 
publication must be incredibly rewarding, I'm so happy for you!" says it all!  Thank 
You to all who worked together to make this article possible:  Missouri Artisans 
Association/ The Best of Missouri Hands! 
 
Juried BOMH Painter Catherine Mahoney 
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June 2026 Wow! Talk about a surprise! I had no idea this was happening. A friend of 
mine just sent me this photo. 
 
Juried BOMH Glass artist Barb Byrne 

  

 

MISSOURI LIFE MERCANTILE 
The Missouri Life Magazine has a Mercantile located in its offices in Rocheport, 
MO.  Here you can find many pieces by many BOMH artists. The Mercantile is now 
buying Missouri made art and products wholesale.  Any members who offers 
wholesale prices and would like to sell at the Mercantile, you should can email 
inquiries to Missouri Life. 
info@missourilife.com 
 
Visit the Mercantile shop online… https://missouri-life-mercantile.square.site 

  

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
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Crossroads Arts Council in Wentzville is offering an opportunity for artists to donate 
any unwanted art supplies. We will raffle them off so art students or beginning artists 
can bid on bags full of art supplies. Used supplies in good condition are welcome, 
painting supplies, fiber supplies, glass, brushes, etc. Drop off your donations July 23-
26, 11am-3pm at 310 W. Pearce Blvd., Wentzville, MO.  

  

 

SAVE THE DATE 
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ARTSMART 2027 
  

 

ArtSmart 2027 
April 23-25, 2027 

Courtyard by Marriott Hotel 
3301 Lemone Industrial Blvd 

Columbia MO 
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Courtyard by Marriott Hotel  
3301 Lemone Industrial Blvd 

Columbia MO 
Room Rate: $134 

The courtyard by Marriott is located on Hwy 63, south of I-70.  All guest rooms will 
have completed a total renovation by the end of 2026. There is a cafe on site with 
Starbucs coffee, as well as all the other amenities you would expect. 
Further information on booking your room will be posted at a later date. 

 
The Dodie Eisenhauer BOMH ArtSmart Scholarship – 2027 
Although the registration fee for ArtSmart is always kept as low as possible so all can 
attend, sometimes we need help. That’s where the Dodie Eisenhauer BOMH ArtSmart 
Scholarship comes in.  BOMH can help with your registration fee through the 
completely anonymous scholarship.  See more about it and get the application at 
BOMH DODIE EISENHAUER ARTSMART SCHOLARSHIP AWARD  
 
New to ArtSmart? 
 
ArtSmart is a creative development event designed to inspire, engage, and connect 
Missouri artists and artisans. More than a conference, ArtSmart is a gathering place 
for makers of all mediums who want to grow, share ideas, and build genuine 
connections. Through guest speakers, educational sessions, shared experiences, and 
community-centered learning, ArtSmart supports artists at every stage—encouraging 
them to expand their skills, strengthen their businesses, and build confidence. 
Whether you’re just beginning or have years of experience, ArtSmart is a place where 
creativity meets growth and where artists come to feel inspired, supported, and 
connected. 
 
FOR MORE INFORMATION 
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Like and Follow the new ArtSmart Facebook Page to stay up to date as we plan 
ArtSmart 2027.  
 

ArtSmart 2027 is scheduled for April 23-25 at the 
Courtyard by Marriott in Columbia MO. 

Information will be posted to the BOMH website, the BOMH FaceBook pages, 
and the BOMH Newsletter 

  

  

 

BOMH ON THE ROAD 
  

 

View ArtSmart FaceBook Page  
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BOMH ON THE ROAD EXHIBIT 
The Creamery in Springfield, MO 

July 3rd - July 30th 
  

 
 
 
The Best of Missouri Hands is pleased to announce that we have partnered with the 
Springfield Regional Arts Council in Springfield, Missouri for our summer, “On the 
Road” exhibit. They have done a fantastic job of highlighting our artist and promoting 
this exhibit.  Special THANK YOU for all their support. 
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This special exhibit features the work of twenty-six of our members in a variety of 
mediums. The exhibit is now open and free of charge to the public, July 3rd through 
the 30th at The Creamery. 
 
 
Participating artists…  
Meike Aton 
Jane Ballard 
Angel Brame 
Carolyn Carrigan 
Cindy Collins-Canfield 
Kathleen Day 
Deby Gilley 
LaDonna Greiner 
Al Gritten 
Claire Hasemeier 
Stacy Heydt 
Lisa Hilton 
Ida Hoffmann 
Peggy King 
Brenda Molesworth Sageng 
Cherie Peters 
Barbara Phillips 
Ann Marie Rausch 
Debbie Reed 
Byron Rogers 
Hannah Smith 
Andi Snethern 
Dave Walker 
Annie Webster 
Darla Zook 
 
Learn more about these artists or the Best of Missouri Hands by visiting 
www.bestofmissourihands.org 
The Creamery Art Center 
411 N. Sherman Parkway 
Springfield, MO 65802 
Phone: 417-862-2787 
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www.springfieldarts.org 
Hours Monday -Thursday 9:00 am – 5:00 pm. Closed Friday – Sunday  
 
Best of Missouri Hands (BOMH) would like to thank the following organizations for 
their continued support that helps make such events as “On The Road” possible: 
MAC – Missouri Arts Council 
MACAA – Missouri Association of Community Arts Agencies 
VLAA – Volunteer Lawyers and Accountants for the Arts 

  

THE CREAMERY  
ON THE ROAD EXHIBIT  
WINNERS ANNOUNCED 

SUMMER 2026 
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BOMH REGIONAL MEETUPS 
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REGION 5 MEETUP 
JULY 16th  

COLUMBIA, MO 
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Did you know that BOMH is hosting artist meetups around the state? Our next 
Regional Meetup is this week Thursday, July 16th, 11am at Serendipity in Columbia, 
MO. You are invited; it's open to all artists!   
1020 E. Walnut Street, Columbia, MO 65201 

  

 

REGION 3 MEETUP 
JULY 22nd  

ST. CHARLES, MO 
  

 

 
Region 3 Meet-up Wednesday July 22nd at 10:00 a.m. 
 
This month let’s meet up at one of my favorite places in Downtown St. Charles! We 
can tour the exhibits in the Great Hall and smaller galleries as well as visit residents 
artist and see what they are creating!  
 
Bring a little dough with you as we will have lunch at one of St. Charles fine eateries.  
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For more information contact Patty: pattyspiral@yahoo.com or call/text at 314-910-
8456. 

  

 

 

You are invited to attend our first BOMH MEETUP for Region 1 & 2 which covers St. 
Louis City and County.  Of course anyone, anywhere is welcome to attend.  This 
meeting is set for July 30th starting at 4:30 p.m. at the Flower Child in Frontenac.  It 
is a casual, health-conscious chain serving vegan and vegetarian options made from 
locally sourced ingredients. 
 
The MEETUP will be hosted by Lisa Hilton and Beit Anya who welcome you to share in 
creative conversation and planning of future events.  Bring a friend or two, they do 
not need to be a member of BOMH to participate in a MEETUP.  The event is free, but 
bring money if you wish to have something to drink/eat. 
 
Visit the website  
FLOWER CHILD 
10336 Clayton Road Suite #05, Frontenac, MO 63131 
 
Follow the BOMH Member Only Facebook Group for more information on MEETUPS or 
contact Barbara Phillips, Regional MEETUPS Coordinator.   
 
bcp@quietimagery.com 
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REGIONAL MEETUPS INFO 
  

If you’d like to participate as a host/coordinator, or if you’ve planned a meetup for 
your area, please contact me (bcp@quietimagery.com). Since some regions are large, 
it would be helpful to have more than one host per region. 

 More info? Visit our website: 
https://bestofmissourihands.org/portfolio/regional-meet-up-events/ 

 
 
CAN’T MEET UP LIVE?…Join us on Zoom if you would like to take part in Virtual 
Meetups which happen on the first Tuesday of every month. Members are welcome to 
join us. Links and reminders are posted in the Members’ Facebook Group. 
 
Feel free to reach out if you have any questions! 
 
Warmly, 
 
Barbara C Phillips 
BOMH Vice President/Meetup Coordinator 
Juried BOMH Photography 
bcp@quietimagery.com 

  

 

BOMH VISITING ARTIST 
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The four visits featured in the this newsletter issue have all been sponsored by a special 
grant from Missouri Arts Council.  THANK YOU MAC!! 
 
 
If you would like information about taking part in the BOMH Visiting Artist Program, 
information can be found here…  BOMH VISITING ARTIST  
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Thank you to Juried Artists Aaron Horrell and Barb Bailey for showing their painting 
techniques to a group of seniors at Auburn Creek Senior Living in Cape Girardeau MO. 
Aaron and Barb provided an aluminum composite “canvas” project on which the 
participants painted as part of their demonstration.  
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Thank you to Juried Artist Beit Anya Jewelry with a Song for showing her jewelry and 
demonstrating her techniques to a group of seniors at Five Star Center in  St. Louis 
MO. Beit provided a metal bracelet cuff project as part of her demonstration.  
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Thank you to Juried Artist Barb Byrne for showing her fused glass artwork and 
demonstrating her techniques at John Knox Village in Lee’s Summit MO. Barb 
provided a fused glass suncatcher project as part of her demonstration.  
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Thank you to Juried Artist Barb Byrne for showing her fused glass artwork and 
demonstrating her techniques at Raintree Village Senior Living in Lee’s Summit MO. 
Barb provided a fused glass suncatcher project as part of her demonstration.  

  

 

BOMH PROFESSIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT WORKSHOPS 
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NEXT UP: Interview with BOMH 
Professional Development Grant 

Winners 2026  
Lisa Hilton & JoAnna Jackson 

JULY 28th at 10:00 a.m. 
  

 

Save the date…Tuesday July 28th.  We will be visiting with our 2026 BOMH 
Professional Development Grant Winners, JoAnna Jackson and Lisa Hilton.   
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These artists were each awarded a $500 grant from BOMH earlier this year.  They will 
talk with us about the application process and how they have utilized their grant 
money to further their artistic journey.   
 
Join us here at 10:00 am on Tuesday July 28th 
 
Click here to… 
Join Zoom Meeting 
Meeting ID: 899 5342 0893 
Passcode: 178722 
 
NOTE: THIS EVENT WILL BE HELD ON THE 4TH TUESDAY OF THE MONTH INSTEAD 
OF OUR REGULAR 2ND TUESDAY WORKSHOPS.  PLEASE MARK YOUR CALENDAR TO 
REFLECT THIS. 
 

  

 

AUGUST VIRTUAL STUDIO TOUR 
  

Join us August 11, 2026 at 10:00 a.m. for a Virtual Studio Tour with two juried BOMH 
artists, Cindy Mutrux (Glass) and Kathleen Day (Fiber)  
 
JOIN ZOOM TOUR HERE 
Meeting ID: 899 5342 0893 
Passcode: 178722 

  

 

NOW ON BOMH YOUTUBE 
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If you missed our June Studio Tour as part of the BOMH Professional Development 
Workshop Series, you can now watch the replay on YouTube.   
JUNE STUDIO TOUR WITH CAROL ESTES 
 

  

  

 
 

 

WELCOME TO OUR  
NEWEST MEMBERS 

  

 

 
 

View Estes Studio Tour  
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WELCOME…. 
 
Rebecca Hatter / FauveHeart / Region 2 
Mary Polanc / Region 2 
Jennifer Jones / Dade County Art Connect / Region 8 
 

  

BOMH REGIONAL MAP 
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WAYS TO SUPPORT BOMH 
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Get your very own BOMH Porcelain Mug as well as Juried Member stickers, banners & 
signs at https://bestofmissourihands.org/shop/   

  

 

THANK YOU TO OUR  
CORPORATE & GALLERY 

MEMBERS AND 
THE MISSOURI ARTS COUNCIL 

 
  

 

Corporate/ 
Gallery Members 
 

Corporate/Gallery 
Memberships are only 
$100/ year 
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Art Impressions Gallery & Framing 
www.ArtImpressions.net 
 
Artisans Collectives Stl 
www.artisanscollectivestl.com  
 
Artisans In THE LOOP 
www.artisansintheloop.com   
 
Bluestem Missouri 
Crafts   www.bluestemcrafts.com 
 
Broken and Renewed Glass Art 
www.brokenandrenewedglassart.com  
 
Columbia Art 
League   www.columbiaartleague.org 
 
Elkhorn Silver LLC 
www.elkhornsilver.com  
 
Fresh Sawdust 
www.freshsawdust.com  
 
Green Door Art Gallery 
www.greendoorartgallery.com  
 
MACAA - Missouri Association of 
Community Arts Agencies 
https://macaa.net 
 
Manchester Arts 
www.manchestermo.gov/arts 
 
Missouri Artists on Main 
https://maomgallery.com/ 
 

 
Here are a few of the benefits for those 
who help support our mission by 
becoming a Corporate or Gallery Member 
with the BOMH.  The annual fee is just 
$100 per year.  Besides the list below, 
you will also get preferred promotion on 
our Facebook page which currently has 
3,600+ followers!  Also, Membership in 
BOMH Members Only Facebook Page. 

 Included with all Corporate 
Members on Corporate Members 
page of BOMH website. 

 Listed on BOMH email Newsletter 
with hyperlink to your website. 

 Opportunity to sponsor events at 
ArtSmart Conference and Annual 
Membership Meeting. 

 Ability to have your events 
publicized in periodic BOMH 
member emails free of charge 
(within policy guidelines). 
 

For additional information please contact 
us at or join online at 
www.bestofmissourihands.org and click 
on the Memberships link. 

  

 

Missouri Arts Council 
 
Thank you to the Missouri Arts Council for 
their continuous support. The Missouri 
Arts Council supports the arts that 
strengthen the cultural, educational, and 
economic vitality of our state. 
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Missouri Life Magazine 
LLC  www.missourilife.com  
 
Sullivan Creative 
www.SullivanCreative.net 
 
SW MO Art & Craft Guild 
www.artcraftguild.org 
 
Waverly House www.waverlyhouse.com 
 

   

https://www.missouriartscouncil.org/   
  

 

 

BOMH would also like to thank these 
supporting agencies, Missouri Association 
of Community Arts Agencies and the 
Volunteer Lawyers and Accountants for 
the Arts. 

  

 

         

 

 

Be Sure to Follow The Best of Missouri Hands 
on Facebook, Instagram and YouTube  
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Missouri Artisans Association / Best of Missouri Hands 
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Columbia, MO 65203 

admin@bestofmissourihands.org  
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Want to change how you receive these emails? 
You can update your preferences or unsubscribe 

  

       

 

      

 


